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"I'm cravin' your body. . . Earth, Wind, and Fire
"For you are bought with a price,· therefore glorify
God in your body.
I Corinthians 6:20
11

Quite a world of difference between the two views of
"body" above, isn't there? Most of us would agree that
the first quote shows a rather warped sense of body: a
simple enough answer. And naturally the second
reflects the "proper," Christian view of the body. But do
we understand all that is involved in that glorifying? The
usual pat answers apply: drugs and premarital sex are
out; exercise and healthful eating are in . But this
month's Dialogue (you could almost call it Bod Book II)
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hopes to go beyond those easy solutions to the body
problem.
As you consider all the implications of "glorify God in
your body" and "present your body a living sacrifice,"
remember that each of us is not only responsible for the
health of the individual limbs and organs of our body. We
are also responsible to determine how we as a whole
body can best fit as part of the Body of Christ.
Imagine such a body-building program where
individual bodies combine to form a single healthy body.
The result would be worth far more than six million
dollars.
■
-Mary Beerman
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Stu ent: A pe d·x or A e dage?
-by Lori Kort and
Patricia Westerhof

If Christ has set us free, then we
are free indeed: free to choose our
friends , free to see the movies we
want to see, free to choose which
assignments not to do. In fact, we
are free to do nothing at all, if that is
what we choose. But something
stops us there. Free to do nothing?
Don't we have to go to church?
Don 't we have to give ten percent of
our income to the poor? The answer
is "no. " We are not required to do
these things , and therefore many
students don't. But the truth of the
matter is, we may go to church, and
we are free to give and to serve in a
way - that no one who is not a
Christian can; we are free to do
these things with a purpose that
makes us worthwhile. We are free to
live as responsible, growing
members of the household of God.
When students come to Calvin,
many leave their church memberships at home. The basis of their
fellowship, worship, and outreachof their lives as members of a body
of believers-may be far from
Calvin. These students are faced
with the question of how and where
to worship, grow, and serve their
God during the years that they·
spend at college . They come up with
various means of doing this: some
attend local churches; some use
Knollcrest worship services and
other on-campus organizations; and
some choose to do nothing at all.
The question this article will attempt
to answer is " Do any or all of these
choices actually fulfill the needs and
the responsibilities of students as
members of Christ 's body?"
In order to write this article,
Dialogue interviewed Pastor Negen
of the Eastern Avenue CRC ; Pastor
VanderMeer of Sunshine CRC;
Pastor Baldwin of Christ Church;
John Anema, chairperson of the
Lori Kart's blood pressure is not
106 / 66. Neither is Pat Westerhof's.

4

Knollcrest Worship Service Committee; Chaplain Cooper; and Neil
Jasperse, staff worker for InterVarsity at Calvin. First of all we
asked each the question "What
does it mean to belong to the body of
Christ? " We received various
answers.
John Anema spoke of the universality of the body, of the reformed
tradition working together with many
other denominations and other
traditions. He emphasized that at
Calvin, students from various
denominational backgrounds can
teach each other about the body as
a whole . He also emphasized that
while Calvin College has
weaknesses , it must be seen as a
whole community as part of the
body of Christ.
Neil Jasperse centered on the
responsibility and benefits of mem-

.students treat
choice of churches
here 'like a smorgasbord,' as if it is
fine to try something else if one
service does not
meet their needs."
"

be rship in the body. "The responsibility of a body member is to help
the body to function as it should. The
body's function is both to 'grow and
build itself up in love ' and to express
that love to God's world by meeting
its needs-for peace with God as
well as physical provisions. The
responsibility to build up fellow
Christians requires as the absolute
minimum full participation in the life
[fellowship and activities] of the
body. This involves significant time.
The benefit for a body member in

turn is being deeply known, deeply
loved, powerfully encouraged, and
powerfully challenged ."
Chaplain Cooper pointed out that
each Christian has gifts which are
used in the body and complement
each other. He said that Christians
have a responsibility to use these
gifts in the body. Christians also
benefit from being members of the
body in that they are not alone; they
receive the fellowship that all people
need from the body of Christ.
Reverend VanderMeer states that
the body of Christ is invisible and
spiritual. However, there is a
physical side to being spiritual.
" There are other people who
possess the same mystical union. I
not only belong to them in the
mystery of the Spirit, I also belong to
them physically. I must be with them,
sing with them, pray with them, study
the Word with them. " The result,
Rev. VanderMeer says, will not only
be a fine human support system for
the members involved, but a deeper
union with Christ because Christ will
be met in all the members
(Galatians 2:20). ·
Most churches in Grand Rapids
welcome students to thei r worship
services, often giving students
opportunity to join Bible studies,
choirs, and community. However,
most students merely want a place
to worship, and many pastors feel
that this is fine. Pastor Negen says
" students are young , enthusiastic,
and vital. They just want a place to
worship, and we are glad to provide
that. " Eastern Avenue CRC
provides a bus for students because
they want students to have the
option of attending an off-campus
church. The benefits, Pastor Negen
believes, are that the students can
worship with people of all ages and
that the students develop some
social awareness by being exposed
to the church 's outreach and
ministry with the inner city.

Christ Church offers students a
program of "adopting a family" for
hospitality and fellowship (and
dinner) and encourages students to
join church groups, teach Sunday
school, and join the choir. Associate
memberships are available but are
not required in order for students to
take communion. Christ Church,
like Eastern and most Grand Rapids
churches, has no real expectations
students. "We recognize that
students come-as others do-with
different degrees of desire to be
involved," says Rev. Baldwin. "It's
important to be involved as a
believer, but the student situation is
a bit different. Students really belong
to a community on campus which
supplies some aspects of body-ofChrist life."
Because students do belong to
the, community on campus, the
temptation exists to put church
involvement, including worship, on a
back burner. "The New Testament
tells us to make every effort to add to
our faith, " says Chaplain Cooper,
"but our lack of time retards that
effort." Then we try to catch up: "We
sort of pay our taxes on Sundays,"
explains Cooper. "But this is not sufficient ; our responsibility as
members of the body of Christ is not
negotiable. Acting as members
should be a daily concern , more
important than getting a part-time
job or achieving an A on a paper."
Another temptation
students
easily fall into involves self-centered
worship: expecting the worship
service to fulfill their needs for
edification, fellowship, or · even
entertainment-without
requiring
them to give at all. Of course, going
to church should be a spiritually fulfilling experience. But students,
because they are not involved in
other parts of their specific church's
life, tend to focus in on themselves.
They attend a certain church
because they like the minister or
because they like the organ; "They
ask, 'What can I get out of it?' not
'What can I give?' says Cooper. This
attitude leads to church-hopping,
and students treat the choice of
churches here " like a smorgasbord," as if it is fine to try something
else if one service doesn 't meet their
needs.
Many students do attend off-

campus churches in an attempt to
become part of a specific fellowship of believers. Others see Calvin
as a Christian community in itself
and find their fulfillment as members
of Christ's body there. John Anema
points out that students study, eat,
and work together as a community,
and therefore it is good that they
worship together too. Knollcrest
worship services are a place where
students can do just that. "Knollcrest is not a church," says John. "It
is a worship service." The church,
then, or congregation is the Calvin ·
College community as a whole. And
in that community students have
various opportunities both to fulfill
their responsibilities as body
members and to reap the benefits
thereof. Students can attend or lead
Bible study groups, participate in
hymn sings, and go to Christian
concerts. They can become
involved in outreach to the
community through SVS, Degage, or
Knollcrest outreach groups. In all of
these ways students can
experience full membership in the
body, specifically through the body
at Calvin .
Some students choose InterVarsity Fellowship as a means of
living their lives as members of the
body. Neil Jasperse, staff worker for
Inter-Varsity at Calvin says, "Calvin
students can indeed use outreach
opportunities such as SVS to
partially fulfill their resoonsibilities
as members of Christ's· body. Such
outreach is part of the function of
being Christ's arms and hands to
love His world and the people He
has made. Yet I emphasize partial,
because this leaves completely unfulfilled the responsibility to upbuild
Christians in their specific
fellowship. I also say partly because
the greatest and most powerful
expression of Jesus' incredible love
is Christians loving each other in a
dynamic spiritual family and
together reaching out. A loose
grouping of Christians will have less
impact than a united fellowship
which is completely committed to
each individual." Neil realizes that to
form such a separate world of
fellowship is difficult. "Building such
a second world is incredibly hard.
The tension of time and
relationships is severe. That is why

only one Calvin student in twenty
living on campus makes such a
commitment." Neil goes on to say,
"Yet at this point one viable opportunity has sprung up, grown, and
blossomed. This opportunity is the
Calvin Inter-Varsity Fellowship. The
vision of this group is intentionally to
be a well-rounded fellowship of
Christians."
However, others believe that such
a separate fellowship is a limitation
of the "catholic" church that we
profess. They see Calvin as a
community, part of a larger community. Whether students worship at
Knollcrest or other churches, they
are able to praise their God.
Whether they choose to serve God
through SVS, Inter-Varsity, involvement in local churches, or means of
their own choosing, they can fully
live their responsible Christian lives
while at Calvin.
What it comes down to is, as Neil
said, an individual choice. The
student who comes to Calvin
prepared to live his Christian
responsibility certainly will do so.
The student who comes to Calvin
with a distorted or unexamined view
of Christian freedom will probably
not attempt to live as a member of
the body. Unfortunately, many
students do come to Calvin without
a desire to worship and serve their
God. Calvin College has a
responsibility to teach these
students the value of worship above
part-time jobs, for example, or of
service above self-gratification.
Calvin has a responsibility to offer
opportunities for students who
cannot find their own means of
serving. And Calvin · does meet
these challenges . But the college
cannot ultimately be responsible for
the choices students make.
Can college students fully live
their lives as members of the body
while at Calvin? The answer is,
certainly they can, through
whichever means they choose.
Once they have said, "I believe a
holy catholic church, the
communion of saints," all that
remains is the choice.
■
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Confessions of a
Pill Popper
-by Sharon Watson
Blindly flailing towards her clock, she tumbles to the
floor from a lumpy mission -store mattress. The blaring
alarm silenced, she sits yawn ing and gathering strength
for a moment, then trips toward a sma ll dim ly-lit kitchen.
Once there, she searches for a clean cup among the
mugs of old, cold coffee and glasses of flat Coke. Th e
mission ac complished, she opens a cupboard and pulls
out a sma ll p lastic conta iner full of an assortment of pills.
Then , very methodically, she downs one after anotherlarge ones, sma ll ones, six of these, two of thos e.
Finished, she sighs contentedly, and heads to the
bathroom to get ready for another day.

Is this the portrait of a junkie. hopelessly hooked on
mind-bending drugs? No, just a picture of me taking my
A, B's, C's, D, E, and friends on any given morning-or
evening, depending when I have the time to swallow all
those pills.
I started my on-again, off-again love affair with
vitamins when I was seven or so. Mom used to buy
Chocks, or if I was really lucky, Flintstones. U nfortunately, she stopped buying children's vitamins when
she figured out that I was eating Pebbles, Fred, and
Barney like candy, so I was reduced to sucking the
sweet coating off my dad's Therograms. After that fling, I
didn't get seriously involved with vitamins until I came to
Calvin.
At first it was only a mild flirtation. It began with regular
One-a-Day's, then I moved to One-a-Day's Plus Iron.
Occasionally Grandma would send up some Vitamin E,
and of course I'd gulp huge quantities of Vitamin C ("Cpills" in vitamin talk) when I got the sniffles. Then just
when I thought I had this vitamin binge under control,
someone gave me a bottle of Solotron.
Solotron is a multi-vitamin marketed by General
Nutrition Center (G NC) . Large and off-white, Solotron is
packed with about 250% to 1 0,000% of the various
Recommended Daily Allowances of various vitamins . I
can hardly describe the feeling of power and well-being
I have when I swallow one of these. I can almost feel
those vitamins and minerals coursing through my veins,
helping to synthesize huge reserves of energy from
annual my-paper-is-due-tomorrow-and-I-only-just. started- at-ten-p. m. crisis.
I didn't stop with Solotron though. This summer a wellmeaning friend told me about the benefits of B-pills, not
to mention A, D, and, my favorite, dolomite pills as a
calcium supplement. My so-called friend insisted that
no single multi-vitamin could cover all the vitamins and
Sharon Watson's blood pressure is anybody's guess.
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minerals needed for my body; for full protection and
good health I would need more supplements.
And so I lost all reason. I began to learn the vitamin
content of vegetables; did you know that dark green
leafy ones are good sources of Vitamin A or that
potatoes have lots of Vitamin C? I passed up calcium
robbing soft drinks and avoided lotions containing
mineral oil because mineral oil is supposed to interfere
with B absorbtion-or is it D? Friends refused to grocery
shop with me because I'd snatch canned veggies and
fruits from their hands and chase my poor fellow eaters
back to the produce section .
As for vitamin stores-have you any idea the
treasures they hold for the vitamin-crazed mind? One
can choose from balanced B supplements , Ladies' B,
and the Big B 150. One may pick vitamins made
especially for skin, blood, or muscles . One can even
indulge in Royal Gelly Bee pills or distilled Rose Oil pils
to cure any number of aches and pains, not to mention
prolong youth.

I was saved from a life without licorice, Tab, and
animal crackers only by returning to Calvin. Here I
discovered that no matter how badly I wanted to believe
otherwise, six dolomite pills and carrot chips simply
don 't relax me as does working my way through a bag of
potato chips on the night stand before a bluebook. And
between rent and the business office, I don't have
enough money to support my habit.
I'm a reformed vitamin lover now. Oh, I still take seven
kinds of pills and get cold chills when I read the label on
my frozen dinner, but I don't leap on my roommates
when they buy white bread instead of whole wheat. The
final proof that I'm a normal college student again.
Cookies last on -my shelf for about a day-and- a-half with
self control, coffee is my main beverage, and my
bathroom scale tells the rest of the story.
■
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Conquering Cancer
-by Nancy Jacobs
"Cancer can be beat," asserted
the American Cancer Society in an
advertising campaign of a few years
ago. The mass-media pep talk
reveals much about cancer's
reputation. No other disease can
claim cancer's reputation. No other
disease can claim cancer's stigma.
No other disease needs national
advertising campaigns reminding
the otherwise optimistic public that
those who suffer from it need not die.
Since fatalistic attitudes about
cancer are so prevalent and so
deeply seated, they must be treated
as well as the physical disease itself.
Lora Brown, an oncology nurse at
Blodgett Hospital, has been
educating new oncology staff,
cancer patients, and then families
about cancer's realities for six years
now. Lora spoke with Dialogue
reporter Nancy Jacobs about her
experience as a cancer ward nurse.
Perhaps "cancer be beat," in
individual cases certainly; someday
the "cancer epidemic " itself may be
halted, but today this most feared of
all diseases remains for its victims
and those who want to cure them a
formidable opponent in reputation
as well as reality.
·D ialogue: Could you tell me a
little about patients' typical attitudes,
positive or fatalistic?
Lora Brown: I think that you'll find
basically two personality types.
Personality and attitude on life in
general really determine how the
patient will cope or not cope. You
will see basically one type as being
very positive and hopeful and the
other as withdrawn and depressed.
Of course, if you talk about KublerRoss stages of death and dying,
Nancy Jacob's blood pressure is
115/70.
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everybody goes through the denial
phase and the anger phase and
hopefully reaches acceptance. I'm
sure that those attitudes or those
phases are experienced by everybody. If they express themselves,
they may say "I'm angry," or "I'm
mad." Those are the people who are
going to cope better toward the end
of their lives. The more hopeful,
more positive people do better with
their treatments.
D ialogue: Could you give a few
examples of both personality types?
Lora: I was with a nineteen-yearold last week with testicular cancer;
I treated him and gave him his

" .this most feared
of all diseases re mains . . .a formidable opponent in re putation as well as
reality."
chemOtherapy down in pediatrics. I
would say that he was very, very
positive. However, I remember a
young boy with Hodgkins's disease
whom I treated three or four years
ago who was very angry and very
depressed, and he died two years
later at nineteen years old.
Dialogue: So you believe attitude
to be a decisive factor, determining
a patient's chances for surviving
cancer?
Lora: Yes, I do. I personally
believe that. I think that if they have a
positive attitude and good support
systems-family,
friends , whoever-they will do better. That isn't
saying that people who have a good
attitude aren't going to be sick from

their chemo or their radiation ; that's
not realistic. However, I think that if
they have a better attitude, they are
more able to cope with it. If they use
a little mind over matter, it does
work. I've seen it. I just took care of a
lady this summer. She has leukemia.
She went through hell; she really did.
She developed several infections
from the massive amounts of
chemotherapy we were giving her.
She developed a pneumonia
infection very seriously, she ended
up in critical care for a while, and
she came back. Through that whole
time she was very positive, knowing
that probably she wasn't ever going
to be cured, and she isn't at this time.
But she maintained this positive,
aggressive attitude. f.\nother person
in that situation probably wouldn't
have made it through the summer.
I remember another woman who
was diagnosed with a malignancy. I
can't remember her primary tumor; I
think it might have been in the
kidney. Her life expectancy would
have been six months to one year,
with treatment. She went home five
days after the diagnosis. They didn't
do surgery. She wasn't speaking to
anybody and lived a total of one
month. Her life ended about one
week ago in the hospital. When she
came back after the initial diagnosis,
she totally withdrew. She did not
want' to live, so she died.
Dialogue: One reason why it is
difficult to maintain positive attitudes about cancer could be the
fear that the treatment. will be as
painful as the disease itself. Chemotherapy and radiation treatments
have side effects ranging from
nausea and pain to hair loss ....
Lora: There are a lot of misconceptions about both of those.
First of all, chemotherapy can be

very benign. It depends on the types
of treatments given and the types of
disease . The boy with testicular
cancer is getting a very aggressive
course of chemotherapy because
we are going to cure him. He is going
to have a hard time of it, and he's
going to get some very high doses,
but he is going to be cured .
Younger leukemics have a fifty
percent chance of being cured; we
get very aggressive with them, and
they get very ill. Sometimes chemotherapy is used just for paliation, just
to decrease bone pain if it's going to
the bone, 0r to avert an obstruction
by shrinking a tumor. Sometimes we
use hormonal therapy; those are
rather benign types of treatments. In
general, . I would say most
chemotherapy will cause some
nausea and vomiting, the severity
being very dependent on the type of
drug. There are only five drugs out of
one hundr,ed that cause hair loss, so
that's a misconception. Chemotherapy is systematic; it gets in your
blood system and travels throughout your body. Radiation therapy is
localized. If you hav_
e your abdomen
radiated, ·you're not going to lose
your hair. If you have your head
radiated, you will. If you have your ·
lungs radiated you're not going to
have any abdominal symptoms.
D ialogue: Let's shift focus here.
What about the oncology staff? I'm
sure it's important for the nurses to
maintain a positive attitude, but that
has got to be difficult.
Lora: The biggest problem that
nurses have (and we'll just talk
about nurses, but I'm sure that
everyone else has this problem too)
is getting too close. For the most part
I think that a very special nurse
becomes a cancer or an oncology
nurse, because she does get close.
These nurses allow themselves to
get close, and they get hurt because
the patient dies or because they see
the patient suffering. They also see
the family suffering, and they've

gotten very near to them too. So it's
painful; it hurts. So I would say that
as a result of this we see a lot of
depressed nurses . We never
discourage them from getting close.
They have to in order to do their job.
They cannot perform-they cannot
care for patients with cancerwithout that intimacy.
Dialogue: Isn 't that a problem
with nurses in every unit?
Lora: I don't see that type of thing
happening in critical care areas
when you are dealing with life and
death, where you're dealing with a
critical patient often in a cold, aloof
manner. I don 't see the nurses f0r
the most part on this unit doing that.
And the ones who are don't last.
They quit; they go somewhere else.
Dialogue: What's the average
stay for an oncology patient? It's
probably longer than in other wards.
Lora: Oh, I'd say it's probabl',' two
to four weeks here. The average
hospital stay is five days. Not 1 only
that, but these people are goi•ng to
come back about once a month for
their treatments. Even if they come
here for only their original diagnosis,
they are going to get a treatment that
is going to last about two weeks in
total. They come back in another
month for five days for more treatment, or they come back with
complications. Probably right now
everybody knows fifty to sixty
percent of the people in the : unit
quite well. In a general medical
surgical unit, you see one person for
five days, and you never see them
again. It's the same in critical care
areas. In oncology, the nurses have
to be prepared to lose a patient or
get close to the family. They have to
endure that and go on, without
losing any of their compassion . It's
very hard.
Dialogue: Part of your job is
training new nurses on the unit. Can
you teach them the special skills an
oncology nurse needs?
Lora: I think that it is instinctive,

and the ones who can't handle it
learn that very quickly, within the
first six months to a year. But if you
can last over a year in an oncology
unit, you'll stay. I haven't left in eight
years, although I've changed my
focus . Another nurse here hasn't left
in fifteen. You just don't. We've both
wondered, "Is there burn-out?"
There was this big thing at the
national conference of the
Oncology Nursing Society: "Burnout in the Oncology Nurse." My
feeling was that burn-out is rare, and
a lot of people in the group thought
so too. These nurses make a
commitment, and they will stay. I
always tell new people: "You'll know
within a year whether you'll be an
oncology nurse or not. And I hope
you stay, of course. But you will find
out for yourself, and it will be a very
hard experience; it will be a very
growing experience, and you'll learn
a lot. But you might decide in a year
that you just can't do it." We do try to
give our nurses some support.
We haven't done it for six months,
but we'll have to around Christmas
time because it is the worst time of
year, for there's a lot of depression.
The nurses have a hard time . We try
to arrange support groups outside
the hospital at someone's house,
just to sit down, bring some food, get
a glass of wine, and get away and
talk. We'll have to do that again at
Christmas, because last Christmas
time we lost two very, very special
people. A woman who was younger
than most of the people who worked
here died right at Christmas, as well
as an old man who was rea!ly super
special. And they were probably two
of ten who died around Christmas.
Holidays are very, very difficult.
Dialogue: It's probably the
hardest time for the patients as well.
Lora: Yes, they are forced to be
happy, and they look at their lives
and what they can 't do. You know
it's weird, but a lot of people die
around Christmas. Maybe that's
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because they don't want to cope
anymore. All that happiness that
they're supposed to feel becomes
total depression, and they withdraw.
Dialogue: Now we 're talking
about attitudes again. A positive
attitude may be no safe passage to
health, but a negative attitude won't
get you anywhere. Still , there has got
to be a sound scientific medical
reason for a patient to maintain
positive attitudes about his chances
for survival.
Lora: Well, I mentioned the
nineteen-year-old boy with
testicular cancer, which ten years
ago probably would have been a
death sentence for him . A few
weeks ago I heard a brilliant man
from the University of Indiana
describe a treatment using drugs
that we have always used, but he put
them together in a new combination
with a schedule which is very
scientific. He is achieving eightypercent cure rates, or let 's call them
su rvival rates because we don 't
want to talk about cure rates in
cancer anymore. Ten-year survival
rates for patients with testicular
cancer. Really wonderful results . He
has seen boys still living ten years
after, who had come to him with the
disease already spread to thei r
lungs. We have seen a lot of
progress in leukemia treatments in
children; leukemia in adults is still
rather grim. But with leukemia in
children, it seems to be that with
aggressive treatments those kids
now show a fifty percent long-term
survival rate as opposed the zero to
ten percent of ten years ago.
Hodgkin 's disease is another
disease of the young and more than
ten years ago, probably fifteen years
ago, Dr. Vincent DiVito (who is now
the president of the National Cancer
Institute) put together a series of
drugs. Now again, no new ones , just
a combination on a schedule. unlike
anything tried before. It's called
Mont therapy, and he is also
achieving eighty percent cure rates
for advanced stages of Hodgkin's
disease. Before those people would
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have had a twenty percent survival
rate. There has been progress in
cancer in general. If you look at
statistics of the last two decades,
there are probably only a couple of
types of cancer which haven't
improved statistically the last
decade or last two decades . That
does not mean that everyone is .
going to be cured, but there is
progress.
A lot of money in research goes
into therapy and looking at everybody's immune system . Each of us
may be harboring cancer cells in our
body, but ou r immune systems are

"

.there has got to
be a sound scientific medica l reason
for a pa tient to
ma inta in p os itiv e
attitudes about his
chances of surviva l."
such that we destroy invaders or
foreign cells . Some people's
immune systems are stronger than
others. Those with deficient
systems may be more susceptible
to cancer. We 're looking at why this
occurs . There is a lot of research
into immunal therapy and the
immune system. Interferon is one
example. Unfortunately the press
ruined interferon when it first came
out; it was supposedly "the cure for
cancer." Well , the theory is very
sound, but unfortunately it is just a
theory at this point.
Dialogue: Time did a cover story
on interferon.
Lora: Time magazine blew it; they
really destroyed it; it's really unfortunate that they did that.
Lung cancer unfortunately is
getting more widespread. Lung
cancer in women is more frequent

than it used to be, definitely because
of smoking. They've really
correlated smoking quite well. There
are three basic cell types of lung
cancer. The most virulent, the most
malignant is smokers' cancer, and
it's rising steadily.
Dialogue: What about the dream
cure for cancer?
Lora: I don 't think that there is one
cure for cancer. I don 't think that I
will see any major advances. I think
that in our lifetimes we might see
combinations of certain drugs, or
new drugs being discovered that
would maybe increase your
survivors, you know , getting up to
eighty percent. There is one area of
research that is very valuable: early
detection . If we could develop some
very sensitive lab studies , maybe
blood tests, maybe urine tests, to
find out microscopically what is .
going on.
Early detection is important.
That's what the American Cancer
Society goes for, early detection.
But we don't have enough good
detectors. Do you realize that if you
did a breast self-exam and found a
lump, it would already be two centimeters large? That could have been
growing for at least five years. How
early is that really? Not really an
early detection.
On the positive side, I do think that
people in general are aware of
cancer . They can say the word
cancer more than they could even
eight years ago. I think that
· physicians are more honest with
their patients. They're not afraid to
tell the patients for the most part,
and they are not afraid to tell families
what's going on. I think that the more
awareness, the more data, the more
information that comes from the
American Cancer Society, the more
education that the general public
receives, the less fear the general
public is going to have of it. It is still
scary; it's scary to me. However, I
know that that boy downstairs is
probably going to do pretty darn
well. And I've got to make him
believe that.
■
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Acres of Thrift
by Patricia Westerhof and Tracey Gebbia

How is one to dress his or her body on a minimumwage salary? Pat and Tracey ventured into some of
Grand Rapids' "second-hand" shops and discovered
their distinct personalities. The following is a summary
of their efforts.
Goodwill Industries
200 S. Division, also 705 28th St. S.W.
Set-up and Atmosphere: large store, set up like a
department store, includes a kitchen shop , an As Is
shop, the Palette, the Carolyn shop, a dressing
room, and a washroom, very neat and orderly
{shirts on racks are organized according to size
and color).
Specials: free delivery with purchase of $50 or
more.
Items for Sale: galoshes, vests, sweaters, jeans,
corduroys, records, stereos, toasters, cameras
(antique and extinct), dishes, ironing boards,
vacuum cleaners, playpens, beds, crutches,
carpets, pianos, books, paintings , and even a
vending machine!
free parking
M iss ion Store of the Christ ian Reformed Churches
707 Eastern Ave. S.E.
Atmosphere: clean-smelling, floor is carpeted , cozy,
small.
Specials: men's shirts 2 for $1; buy one pantsuit; second
pantsuit of same price or less free,· free $2.50 towel
with purchase of $15 or more; layaways.
Items for Sale : clothes, shoes, hats, scarves in great
condition but more expensive than those at the
Blind Store; appliances, dishes, patterns and
embroidery thread, jewelry, towels, books, art (a
Rembrandt for $3.50).
free parking

Patricia Westerhof and Tracey Gebbia have a combined blood pressure of 198 / 144.
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Mission Store of the Christian Reformed Ch urc hes
231 W. Fulton St.
Set-up and Atmosphere: larger and older-smelling than
the Mission Store on Eastern Ave.; one wall
decorated with a framed 3' by 5' John 3:16.
Specials: one free pillow with $2 purchase of clothing .
Items for Sale: clothing, wallets and purses, material,
patterns, greeting cards (10¢ each with
envelopes), toys, tires, stoves, washers, dryers,
dishes, pots, pans, utensils, shoelaces,
sunglasses, zippers, curlers, wigs, umbrellas, and a
great rack of men's vintage and military clothes!
no free parking

The American Counci l of the Bli nd Thrift Store
1 645 Eastern Ave. S.E.
Atmosphere: pop music is playing, two fans are running,
store is busy but not crowded.
Specials: every Monday is Senior citizens day-25
percent discount on all purchases
Items for Sale: clothes, shoes, coats, purses, hats,
washers and dryers,
couches ranging in price from $6 to $79.97,
other furniture and small housewares,
paperbacks (mostly Harlequin Romances)
and ancient hardcovers (1964 Official Baseball
Guide, for example).
plenty of free parking
Salvation Army Thr ift Store
1491 S. Division
Set-up and Atmosphere: musty smell, ceiling leaks
sometimes, huge, no carpeting.
Items for Sale: large selection of clothes, a lot of
furniture, scarves, hats, stereos, televisions, vases,
jewelry, draperies, shoes, beds, mattresses, lamps,
sinks, hub caps, tires, all kinds of gadgets, books
and records-large selection, low prices.
■

Harambe Jahard invites you
to join them in a
birthday celebration commemorating

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
January 9-15

-lectures
-films
-guest lectures

If you have ideas for the celebration or
would like to help in any way, call the
H·arambeJahard office (x. 7077).
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Risque Business
-by Maarten Pereboom
Three of the last four movies I've
seen portrayed couples having sex.
Of these three, two were American
films and one was European. I saw
one of these at Woodland ; the other
two I saw at Calvin. None of the
couples were married; three cases
involved adultery.
For the serious moviegoer, sex in
the movies seems almost
inescapable. Even if we avoid highschool sex comedies like Porky's
and Fast Times at Ridgemont High
or such adult films as The Loney
Lady or Breathless, in other words,
even if sex isn't the central selling
feature, we are likely to witness
scenes of lovemaking in many of
today's important movies . By
important I mean that the film is skillfully crafted and that it demonstrates
insight into some aspect of
humanity . Sexuality is one
dimension of that humanity, so at
least on the surface, sex would
seem valid subject matter for an
artist. Yet it still makes many people
uncomfortable.
Filmmakers have always
examined the subject of sex in their
films. One of the first movies ever,
Maarten Pereboom's
pressure is 106 I 66.
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The Kiss, consisted of a couple embracing. Clara Bow and Rudolf
Valentino were sex symbols in the
1920's. Some of Mae West's lines
can still shock audiences today.
People objected to "immorality" in
the movies then, and they still do
today. Sex has become more
common and more explicit, but
rather than condemn it outright, we
should examine our reactions and
attitudes to see if film sex really is all
that bad and to see if we cannot
actually learn something about
ourselves from it.
Often the first reaction to a sex
scene is embarrassment. The
company may not be right ( a first
date, Mom and Dad along, professor
in the next row) or the scene itself
may be the cause. For example, Eve
in Being There masturbates while
Chauncey fiddles with the TV remote control. To some this may be
simply funny; to others it is only embarrassing.
Perhaps sex in movies makes
people uncomfortable because sex
is intended to be private. Don't we
feel the same way when we stumble
across a couple making out
somewhere on campus? But for the
same reason, aren't we embarrassed when we walk in on a
private conversation? Both are

cases of invasion of privacy if we
choose to look at it that way, but we
don't object to private conversation
in film .
It seems that our greatest
concern about sex in the movies is
that it is immoral. Very often the act
being committed is wrong. In
Mephisto Hendrik Hofgen's involvement with his mistress is
animalistic, and it demonstrates his
lack of humanity. In The Big Chill
Karen cheats on her husband in
another act of animalistic sex. Diana
in Network commits adultery with all
the passion and emotion of a robot,
talking about her job all tt:le while. In
these cases and in many others it is
the act itself that we disapprove of.
The attitudes and approaches that
the characters have and take are
not those of the Christian.
But then do we have grounds to
condemn the portrayal of these
acts? It seems that often in these
cases the film as a whole stands for
morality and fidelity . An act of
adultery, for example, may show
weakness in a character, a
weakness which the character later
regrets and seeks to overcome, as
does Max in Network. Hendrik
Hofgen's loveless sexuality is just
one aspect of his cold , opportunistic egotism. Even in the Graduate,

though the circumstances are
problematic, Benjamin in the end
vouches for a normal healthy
romance with Mrs. Robinson's
daughter.
We have a greater problem when
the director's moral stance is more
difficult to discern. In The Big Chill,
for example, it is more difficult for us
than for the characters to laugh off
all the casual sex they had while at
the University of Michigan. And in
F/ashdance Alex and her boss don't

Masai Woman at the Well

know each other very well yet when
they sleep together. But perhaps in .
these cases it is more helpful to
discuss the director's point of view
as a whole rather than simply his
choice to use sexual material in his
film.
Sex in the movies is something
that the Christian movie-goer must
contend with. The views presented
are not always likely to be the
viewer's own, but a person who has
defined his or her moral standards is
not likely to be "corrupted." Movies

are an art form, meant to be enjoyed.
They are an extremely useful tool for
broadening one's own experience
and for becoming aware of how
other people in the world think and
act. Setting aside unnecessary
reservations and maintaining the
proper ones is something I cannot
do for you, but it is something to think
seriously about and something
which will ultimately lead to a
greater and more mature
appreciation of the great medium of
film.
■

James Wanjau
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He listens in int'rest to the chirping
Of ancient armies slowly advancing
'Mid .nebulous scents of fire steel hard 'ning .
The sisters · light is shut from perception
By dark 'ning sorouds attentive to action .
Yet Luna: shows through in bloody brilliance
The brothers: b·y law: and curtains by chance :
her attractive beams man's face 'luminates
To set the stage and war necessitate.

But Bible closed tightly beside by bed
, Was no defense, for common faith was dead
And buried in liturgies long since -read :
And spoken weekly with genuine glee.. Offring naught but the answer within me.
Mem 'rized supplication, once an ally,
Did little to relieve the crickets ' cry .

.

~--'

Bar Mitzvah
It's midnight. Christ ian rests in peace
sedated by his mother's ta les
complete with happy endings,
rhymes and rhythms blend ing.
The Pascha l Lamb, the Marriage Feastsuch simp le stap les never fai l
to put the Babe as leep
before he learns to weep
But twe lve is time to te ll
of Sun's descent to hell
on Satan's th ick, constrict in g ta il
of circles jarred to ceaseless spira l.
The rhythms and rhymes miss
each other-kiss the air.
But soon the night will slowly pa le
for Sun's dec lin e brings His re lease.
When Christ ian awakes, the li ght
will set the c irc les right.
The Babe will rise to smi le and eat
not knowing that not all ends meet.
-Tom VanMilligan

MOTHER

The meaning of
duration in the
direction of her eyes,
is the growth
of the chi ldren standing
on the porch;
it is the sign of remembrance
scraw led on her hands.

II
The meaning of
reve lat io n in the
direction of her mind
is the strength
of her fu ll -p ledged union;
it is the consummat ion
of li ght and
the th istles of truth

Ill
The meaning of
creation in the
direction of her body
is the undamaged symbol
of her simple disguises ;
she frowns at the
screams but reaches
out her hands.
-Dave Shaw

18

'

19

Confrontationa I Art
- by Mary- Lee Bouma
James Andrew Brown, a 1977
Calvin graduate, currently teaches
art at Paterson Community College.
Last year he was artist-in-residence
at the Studio Museum of Harlem and
also had a one-man show at the Just
Above Midtown Gallery in New York.
During the few days preceding the
opening of his show Would You
Rather I Be Invisible? at the Calvin
Art Gallery, Brown gave a
slide/lecture presentation of his
work and also granted an interview
Mary-Lee Bouma's blood pressure
is not as high as you might think.
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with Dialogue,· the following is a condensation of both.
While attending Calvin, Brown
began to express ideas about "his
people" because, he remarks halfjokingly, "coming to Calvin made me
realize I was a Black person." So he
started to paint with old African
symbols, colors, and imagery, and
the paintings were very abstract. But
these first efforts were not well
accepted by the Black community
because it said the works did not
relate well personally to Blacks.
These feelings stemmed from the
push of the Black Nationalist move-

ment in the 60's toward concrete
images of Blacks in art. After experimenting with other symbols, too,
Brown came to the conclusion that
people do not understand painting
and symbols have no meaning for
them . He also decided that painting
was a lie-an illusion. "The painting
surface was limited," he says, "and I
wanted to cut down on the chances
of people not understanding."
Because his strongest desire is to
reach people, to communicate, and
to touch them, he created threedimensional work that could be
experienced physically. He

reiterates that he is only interested
in touching his audience somehow,
even if he must offend them to do so.

.he IS only
interested in touching his audience,
even if ·he must
offend them to do
so.

For this reason boxes, cages, and
houses-" mini-environments" figure prominently in his work so that
people must walk into them and
explore . Thus the onlooker
becomes part of the art instead of
merely a viewer of it. Brown insists
that each individual makes the art
what it is because he brings his own
knowledge and experiences with
him and must make decisions about
what he sees.
Yet because the audience holds
many stereotypical views and preconceived ideas about what art
should be, Brown necessarily uses

shock to force new thought
processes. One of his box-like
paintings in the Calvin show dealt
with the question "What if Christ
were Black?" and brought up the
fact that we have allowed European
artists to form our opinions of
Christ ' s human appearance .
"People make God in their image,"
he maintains. "Some people think of
me as being hostile, but I'm trying to
spread some truths ."
Brown's art is not only vieweroriented but is also part of himself.
Because it is personal, it cannot
always be understood, but Brown
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finds it necessary to reveal himself.
Often Brown projects his own image
through lights, gels, and paintings. In
graduate school, involvement with
Black Christian Nationalists taught
him more symbols and enabled him
to present the soft and also the hard,
rough, and piercing sides of himself
in his work.
Brown includes many Christian
symbols in his art-the Trinity,
Jesus Christ, the Crucifixionbecause so much Christianity was
thrown at him at Calvin, and, he
laughed, "I couldn't get Christ out of
my work; I couldn't get rid of this
stuff." Many of his pieces explore

"sometimes gets away from the
idea. The drawing and painting itself
was the icing on the cake, and the
icing becomes very easy for me, but
the beauty overpowers the
statement."
Again and again Brown returns to
the fact that he concerns himself
primarily with giving information and
sharing ideas. "I want the viewer to
become part of the work."
James Andrew Brown brought his
show to Calvin to stimulate thought
in the community that shaped him
negatively and positively. His
attendance at Calvin forced him to
struggle with issues that now appear

prejudice comes out. When the 'real
world' situation came up where we
had to compete, I couldn't just be
me. I had to be this Black person
from the ghetto who has all these
roots that give him this information.
In other words, they were showing
their weaknesses in the sense that
they had nothing to come from . Of
course, at the time I didn't see it that
way.
"One day I was sitting in this
sociology class, and a guy asked
me 'If you had to do it all over again,
would you come back as Black?' I
said, 'Would you come back as
White, as who you are? Do you know

the idea of sacrifice; his struggle to
understand why the ultimate ·1ove of
Christ had to be shown with such
violence in the Crucifixion leads him
to incorporate spears and weapons
into his art.
To combat bitterness about the
Black/White issue, Brown plays
with fun images. One example of
this is "Funky Mailbox," a piece
which expresses his culture shock
upon coming to Grand Rapids from
the inner-city and seeing the green,
expansive lawns leading to mailboxes in the suburban Calvin area.
If Would You Rather I Be
Invisible? seemed harsh and
lacking in aesthetic beauty to its
audience, it appeared so because
Brown intentionally stripped away
the "razzle-dazzle" which he says

in his art. The following, then, are
Brown 's comments about his years
at Calvin and their effect on his art
today.
"The first year I was here we
started demanding some Black
courses. We were saying, 'I can't
take this back to the street. It doesn't
relate.' We made demands; they
didn't like it; and Chimes wrote 'If
they don't like it, they can go back.'
They weren't trying to get rid of us
but were protecting themselves.
"The only incident in the art
department that was ever bad
happened when I started this intercollegiate competition . I won first
place, and some students were
saying, 'Oh, he won because he has
this deep Black background.' All of a
sudden in a competition the

anything else?'
"I think Calvin is unique because
of its so-called conviction to God
and Christianity. We talk about the
love of Christ and how we could
overcome these problems with that
love. I say all we do is talk about love,
and yet we still step on each other.
It's your relatives down there in
South Africa who talk about love of
God .... So with that kind of attitude,
you never know where that love is or
what kind of love it is. Is it the love of
God, or is it the Devil's love? It's an
easy excuse to say we 're one under
God. Then they don't have to work at
it. They believe that when they say it
we 're supposed to fall in love with
them .
"I belonged to the Christian
Reformed Church when I came to

22

Calvin . I came in through White
Christian Reformed missionaries.
The thing that interested me about
them was that they were doing
something active in the community.
They had to, of course, in order for
me to see them. They had tutors,
food programs, day care, Vacation
Bible School, and they took kids
camping. They were doing positive
things. To my way of thinking, that's
the way the Church should be. So
when they came, that's what I was
looking for. Sure they were White,
but I wasn't seeing that. I didn't see
that until I got here and they were
REALLY WHITE. At Calvin they
were seeing things Black and White
so hard, that I couldn't go back to the
Christian Reformed Church.

"At Calvin

they

were seeing things
Black and White so
hard that I couldn't

go

back

to

the

CRC."

"What saved me at Calvin was
art-the students, the profs, the
whole department. It was always
one-hundred percent support, and
they believed in me.
"In this show Would You Rather I
Be Invisible? I am asking if you
would rather I be invisible. Would
you rather these ideas be invisible?
Would you rather these Black
students were invisible? That's what
we were: invisible. That's the honest
fact. It hasn't changed. The piece in
the show with the ladder is the whole
concept of a pyramid. You get to the
top of the pyramid and then you slide
right back down to the bottom.
Ca lvin , to me, is a pyramid.
■
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Fashion
and
by Linda

Don't be inhibited! Try a daring new neckline or opt for
unusual accessories to give flair to that old outfit.
Munster's own Simonetta Vespucci cleverly paired a
desperately plunging neckline with a cute necklace for
a real eye-catching ensemble.

Make-up should never be taken internally. A silly
blunder like this could put a damper on plans for an
evening out.
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Do's
Don't's
Vredeveld

Play up those distinguishing facial features for a look
that's a little unexpected, but dynamite! Ginevra d'Este
from Moline despaired of her high forehead and bulbshaped cranium until I suggested she make those very
features the main attraction of her rather typical profile.
Ginevra took my advice. She plucked her hair line back
a daring inch and a quarter and tied her hair into a large
but sassy bun at the back of her head.

Underdressing for a not-so-casual luncheon can
prove to be an embarrassing situation. Rememberwhen in doubt, deck out. A wool dickie or perhaps
textured knee-highs would give this outfit the polish it
needs.
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Specific Hospital

-by Ruth McBurney

house, one a Frederick's of Hollywood, one a Pierre
Cardin, and one a St. Lauren.
Also four men work at specific hospital: Todd,
Demian, Trent, and Kent. One is a doctor, one a lawyer
(he handles the malpractice cases), one a medical
student, and-of course-the token mechanic. Not
everyone can be filthy rich, after all.
In this week's episode:
1. The two d_
octors are not dating each other.
2. Sarah is engaged to Todd.
3. Trent is not a doctor and his girlfriend is not a
nurse.
4. Vanessa is Kent's half sister and so is Rebecca
(although Vanessa and Rebecca are not related) .
5. Vanessa is a nurse but does not have a Gucci
evening gown.
6. The lawyer's current romantic interest is the
heiress.
7. The Frederick's of Hollywood gown belongs to
the token female doctor who was seen at last
night's party with Todd.
8. The medical student is dating the woman with the
lavender St. Lauren gown.
Your challenge is to determine who is dating whom ,
what are their jobs, and what do they wear. (There is
more than enough information here to answer the
question .) And don't turn on the TV while you work. ■

Of course the brain is an important part of the body,
and of course doing logic puzzles is a good way of
exercising your mind, but you say you are already
reading Dialogue with a few free minutes between
classes and homework (of all the non-mindless things
to do; it's almost intellectual, in fact!) . Why should you
need to exercise your mind?
·
In an effort to keep you from asking yourself this
perfectly legitimate question, I have disguised this logic
puzzle as something entirely mindless: a soap opera.
Note the similarities:
1. It is about filthy rich people who all have something to do with the "Specific Hospital."
2. Its primary goal is to discover who is dating whom
while wearing what.
3. It has no plot.
4. Once you figure out who is dating whom while
wearing what, you will realize that this is
absolutely useless information and you will ask
whether you have wasted your time.
First some background: four women work .at Specific
Hospital: Vanessa, Sarah, Claire, and Rebecca. They
have different occupations. One is a nurse, one is the
token female doctor, one is tall and blond, and one is an
heiress. One wears a Gucci evening gown around the

answers on pg. 29
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Last spring, Calvin's Peace Organization sponsored a
poster contest. The posters on these pages were the
winners in this contest. C.P. 0. is also in the process of
choosing winners in their second poster contest.

SwoRos

SpEARs INm
1st Place

4th Place

IN TO

p\ows HARES

pRUNING Hoo1<s

Pete Baldwin

3rd Place

Nadine Haven

2nd Place

Mary Melpolder

George Gercama
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Review

Fascinating Dullness
- by Maarten Pereboom
One novel that appears from time
to time on "Ten Greatest of All Time"
lists is Stendhal's The Red and the
Black, subtitled A Chronicle of the
Nineteenth Century. A chronicle it is,
for it reflects accurately the author's
perceptions of life in France during
the conservative Restoration period
(1815-1830), so named because
the monarchy had been restored
after Napoleon's fall . Stendhal faced
a major obstacle in writing this
novel-the intolerable dullness of
the age-and combined elements
of realism and romanticism to
create a novel of social and political
criticism, ambition, steamy
romance, and complex character
study.
The Red and the Black begins in
the provincial town of Verrieres in
Eastern France. The scene at first
seems idyllic, but the peace is soon
disturbed by "the racket from a
noisy machine, an awful-looking
thing" (Stendhal, p. 13). Industry has
invaded the town, and the view of
the surrounding hills helps the
"traveller to forget the town's foul
atmosphere of petty concern about
money" (p. 14). Monsieur de Renal,
the mayor of the town, is by birth
noble, but his actions are governed
by public opinion, which Stendhal
hates:
The influence of the solid
citizen there is, in fact, one of
the most irksome kinds of
despotism imaginable. . . the
tyranny of opinion (and what
an opinion!) is just as stupid in
the small towns of France as it
Maarte n Pereboo m 's
press ure is still 106166.
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b l ood

is in the United States of
America (Stendhal, p. 16).

Public opinion, says Stendhal, stifles
individuality and creates dull
homogeneity. Monsieur de Renal
does not act according to his own
wishes and ambitions but according

to the will and prejudices of his
constituents. A major theme of the
novel is precisely this: in Restoration
society it is impossible for strong
characters to develop and be
successful.
Julien Sorel is one such strong
character. Any generalization about
his character is likely to produce
exceptions, but essentially he is a

young man of peasant origin who
pursues greatness. His hero is
Napoleon, who rose from obscurity
to become emperor. He did it
through the ranks of the army-the
red-but in Restoration society,
where throne and altar dominate,
Julien has to rise through the ranks
of the clergy-the black.
His exceptional intelligence helps
him to gain acceptance into the
upper echelons of society, but it is
not enough: he must also be
conniving and deceitful. Often his
actions are despicable, as when he
pursues the love of the genteel and
devout Madame de Renal simply for
the sake of claiming the love of a
noblewoman . Once he has her
devotion, he decides to bargain for
the love of one of the great ladies of
Paris.
Julien's deceitfulness, however,
does not set him apart from the rest
of society; indeed he acts in such a
way as to gain the acceptance of
others. In this respect he is no
different from Monsieur Valenod, the
mayor's bourgeois rival who
eventually supplants him by
soliciting the support of the
reactionary Ultras . Julien is an
exceptionally good hypocrite, as he
demonstrates when he speaks to
the subprefect who offers him a job
as a Latin tutor:
His answer was perfect and,
most important, long as a
pastoral letter,· it let everything
be understood, yet said
nothing clearly. It was filled
with respect for M. de Renal,
veneration for the public of
Verrieres and gratitude for the
illustrious subprefect. This

atmosphere of pure convention, of limitation, of constraint
and lack of freedom, against
which the intelligence and
good will of persons involved
are powerless. 1

subprefect, amazed to come
across someone more
Jesuitical than himself, tried in
vain to get a precise statement
(Stendhal, p. 145).

That is the way people must act in
Restoration society; they have to be
bland, mediocre, and simply say the
proper things. In seminary, Julien is
penalized for his knowledge of
secular poets; he is expected only to
repeat dogma. As long as he can act
properly, he will achieve his goals.
But he cannot, and that is why
Julien is the hero of the novel. He is
cold and opportunistic, but he also
has impulses and passions over
which he has no control and which
set him apart from society. In the
second half of the novel, when he is
the secretary of the wealthy Marquis
de la Mole in Paris, these forces
become more evident. The Marquis '
intelligent daughter Mathilde perceives these characteristics in
Julien and falls in love with him,
ironically not because of any
scheme on his part, but because of
an aspect of his character which he
cannot control. Eventually these
passions destroy him.
Though Mathilde is the most
sought-after young woman in noble
Parisian society, life for her up to this
point has been a complete bore. She
located for Stendhal the cause of
the oppressive dullness of the age: a
horror of the unexpecteq, for
example a return of the terror of '93.
As a result, everyone is on his guard,
as Erich Auerbach says :
the inadequately implemented
attempt which the Bourbon
regime made to restore
conditions long since made
obsolete by events, creates,
among its adherents in the
official and ruling classes, an

Julien has encountered this already
in the seminary, where instead of
discussing relevant issues-which
would inevitably reveal the
inefficiency of the Restoration
government-students memorize
dogma. Conversation in the Parisian
drawing rooms is likewise reduced
to gossip.

"

.a novel 1s a

mirror being carried
down a highway."

Stendhal takes pains to ensure
that the events and characters of his
novel fit within the framework of
Restoration society. To a large
extent, he assumes the reader's
knowledge of the period: the
domination of the monarchy and the
church , the infiltration of bourgeois
values into both Parisian and provincial life with the rise of industry,
and the great diversity in political
ideologies, ranging from Jacobinism
to extreme monarchism. Stendhal
even "apologizes" when his
characters are not "realistic," as is
the case with Mathilde:
that character is altogether

imaginary and, in fact ,
imagined well outside the pale
of those social customs which
guarantee so distinguished a
place among all centuries to
the civilization of the nineteenth (Stendhal , p. 358) .

Of course saying that such a striking
character as Mathilde cannot be
found in Paris at that time becomes
yet another criticism .
Stendhal writes that his work is
meant to reflect society:
a novel is a mirror being
carried down a highway.
Sometimes if reflects the azure
heavens to your view,·
sometimes, the slime in the
puddles along the road. And
you will accuse the man who
carries the mirror on his back
of immorality! Rather, blame
the highway where the
puddles stand,· or rather still,
blame the inspector of the
roads who allows the water to
stagnate and the puddles to
form (Stendhal, p. 359) .
The Red and the Black contains
both "blue sky " and "slime. " For
example, Stendhal is highly critical
of the underhanded ways of the
church and especially the extremist
Congregation, as he demonstrates
with the " slimy" Frere Castanede;
yet he admires the persecuted
Jansenist Abbe Pirard and , of
course, the pious Madame de
Renal. Through his characters
Stendhal reveals what he perceives
to be the good and the bad qualities
in French society so that the reader
may discover the true source of its
ills.
■
1
Erich Auerbach, "In the Hotel de la Mole," in
Stendhal, ed . Victor Brombert. (Englewood
Cliffs: Prentice Hall, 1962) , p. 36.

From page 26
Answers to "Specific Hospita l"
Vanessa is a nurse with a St. Lauren gown. Her
boyfriend is Damian, the med student. Sa rah is the
" token doctor ",· she owns a Frederick's gown and dates

Todd, the mechanic. Claire, who is tall and blond, wears
a Gucci gown; her boyfriend is Kent, who is a doctor.
Rebecca is an heiress with a Pierre Cardin gown. She
dates Trent, the lawyer.
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The Tyranny of Trivia
Past:
Athough one "Calvin staff
member in need of a diversion on a
Friday afternoon " gave last month's
contest his best shot, Maarten
Pereboom is the only person who
correctly answered all eleven trivial
questions. Maarten Pereboom also
made up the contest questions.
Here are the correct answers:
1. The final episode of
M *A *S*H earned the highest
Nielsen rating ever.
2. Cary Grant's real name was
Archibald Leach.
3. Adams (1826), Jefferson
(1826), and Monroe (1831) all died
on July 4.

4. The 1928 Summer Olympics
were held in Amsterdam .

10. Princess Leia Killed Jabba
the Hut.

5. The following
countries
have each won the Winter Olympics
five times: Norway (1924, 1928,
1936, 1952, and 1968) and the
USSR (1956, 1960, 1964, 1972, and
1976).

11. A two-four is a case of
twenty-four beers.

6. West Quoddy Head, Maine,
. is the easternmost point in the USA.
7. DeVries is the most common
last name in the Netherlands.
8. The vernal equinox occurs
on March 21 .
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9. Clement C. Moore wrote "A
Visit from St. Nicholas. "

Present:
In an effort to refute the notion that
history is boring and dull, Dialogue
presents the first and only
PopHistory Trivia Quiz-not terribly
informative, but highly entertaining.
(The compiler of this quiz wishes to
apologize to her history professors, _
et. al., for neglecting her serious
analytical studies and pursuing the
humorous and worthless. Please be
merciful and let me graduate-it's
too late for me to change my major.)
1.

Who was Jethro Tull?

2. Why is the Chicago National
League baseball team called the
"Cubs " ?

3. Who made a boat out of
gopher wood?
4. What important roles did
Mickey Mouse and Rover play in
World War II?
5. Herclitus was the ancient
(about 500 B.C.) Greek philosopher
who stated, "Everything is in flux ."
What was he lying in when he died?

8. How did President Martin
Van Buren bring "O.K. " into the
English language?
9. When and where was the
Boston Cabbage Rebellion?
10. Which American president
proclaimed, "No man should have to
clean up after another man's dog " ?

6. Why did Andrew Jackson, in
1829, spend the first night of his
presidency in a hotel and not in the
White House?
7.

Who invented dynamite?

31

